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RE: Amendment,  Flume Instal lat ion,  Utah Fuel  Co*p".yr  Skyl i t .  Mitq

Dear  Love l l :

On October  10 ,  199I  r  v€  rece ived the  sub jec t  amendment  vh ich  has  a l ready  been

a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  D i v i s i o n  ( A u g u s t  1 5 ,  l 9 9 l ) .  T h e  a m e n d m e n t ,  a s  v r i t t e n ,  d o e s  n o t

accura te ly  re f lec t  the  in ten t  o f  the  f lume s t .udy .  In  add i t ion ,  fu l l  exLrac t ion

mining under Upper Hunt ington Creek and Burnout Creek has not been approved by

the  D iv is ion  or  consented  to  by  the  Fores t  Serv ice  (Le t te r  f rom the  D iv is ion  to

U t a h  F u e l  C o m p a n y ,  d a t e d  S e p t e m b e r  1 1 ,  l 9 9 l ) '

The amendment on page 4-BZ assumes that fu1l  extract ion mir i ing has been approved

or v i l1 be approved under Burnout Creek and Upper Hunt ington Creek and that the

amendment  i s  in tended to  s tudy  the  e f fec ts  o f  such min ing .  I t  s ta tes :  r r  A

spec ia l  th ree  year  subs idence mon i to r ing  program v i11  be  conducted  to  s tudy  the

genera l  e f fec ts  o f  subs idence re la ted  to  fu1 l  ex t rac t ion  coa l  min ing  on  s t ream

flovs in the upper reaches of  Upper Hunt ington Creek and Burnout Creek

d r a i n a g e s " .  T h e  a m e n d m e n t  f u r t h e r  s t a t e s :  " T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s p e c i a l

mon i to r ing  program v i l1  be  used to  p ro jec t  fu tu re  min ing  areas  beneath  smal l

perenn ia l  and perenn ia l  s t reams and to  de termine the  e f fec ts ,  i f  ?aYt  o f  fu1 l

e x t r a c t i o n  m i n i n g  o n  p e r e n n i a l  s t r e a m s  i n  t h i s  a r e a " .  M " P  2 . 3 . 6 . L  i d e n t i f i e s

subs idence po in ts  in  the  s t ream channe ls  to  be  mon i to red .

The purpose of  the f lumes is to monitor the f lov in Burnout Creek and determine

i f  i t  i s  e  perenn ia l  d ra inage.  Th is  in fo rmat ion ,  once co l lec ted  v i1 l  be  used to

determine i f  the Div is ion vould approve and the Forest  Service vould consent to

min ing  under  th is  d ra inage.  In  our  meet ings  on  th is  sub jec t r  i t  vas  dec ided

that Utah Fuel  Company vould submit  a plan for studying the f lov of  Burnout

C r e e k  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e .  W e  h a v e  n o t ,  t o  d a t e ,  r e c e i v e d  s u c h  a  s t u d y  p 1 a n .
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In our meet ings v i th Dave Darby of  the Div ls ion,  i t  vas agreed that the f lume

locat ions could be approved buL that l t  must be made clear in the approval

correspondence that approval  of  f lume instal lat ion Ln no vay const i tut ,es
approval  of  mining under perennial  drainages.

The Forest  Service v i l1 not consent to the amendment unt i l  i t  is  revised to

a d d r e s s  t h e  c o n c e r n s  d i s c u s s e d  a b o v e .

I f  you  have any  ques t ions ,  con tac t  Aaron Hower  o r  Car te r  Reed aE the  Fores t

S u p e r v i s o r ' s  O f f i c e  i n  P r i c e ,  U t a h .

S i n c e r e l y ,
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GEORGE A. MORRIS
Fores t  Superv isor

c c :
Glen Zumvalt ,  Manager
Utah Fuel Company
P .  O .  B o x  7  L 9
Helper ,  U tah  84526


